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habit of personal independence in work and an atmosphere
of calm."1 . . .
" In these days, which are marked by so much want of
thought, so much sophistry and error, some elemental?
knowledge of philosophy is indispensable to strengthen
the Faith, the reasoning powers and the character of OTIT
children. . . . The introduction to the course is generally-
made with the study of logic. . . . This has an immediate
utility for the time of study, above all in the Senior classes,
in which the reasoning faculty is so much exercised. Logic
should be treated simply. Subtleties which weary the
attention and burden the memory without profit fot the
mind, should be avoided. Stress should be laid on the
necessity of the formation of judgment. The children
might be practised usefully in searching for varieties of
reasoning in the course of a written speech or argument, or
they might be asked to prove a thesis or to refute an error
in syllogistic form. The great idea of truth is one of the
chief points of this study." 2
The course in philosophy includes some elementary
notions of general metaphysics, cosmology, psychology,
natural theology, and ethics.
" With regard to psychology, the mistress should make
frequent appeal to the personal experience and to the power
of reflection of the children so that they may see that their
perfection in the natural order consists in the rational and
ordered development of their powers. They will also
realise that since the fall of mart this work of development
is subject to the law which governs all human existence;
that of effort through which we grow and gain the noblest
joys of this life and are guided towards our eternal
destiny. ...
1 Plaft of Studies, p. iz.                            * Ibid., pp. 37-43.